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WORLD CANCER DAY 2013
Cancer - Did you know? 

Dispel damaging myths and misconceptions about cancer
The Cancer Association of Zimbabwe (Cancer Centre) joins the international community in commemorating World Cancer Day, which is commemorated on the 4th of February every year. The theme for this year is “Dispel damaging myths and misconceptions about cancer.” Myths and misconceptions increase stigma and reduces chances of cancer patients seeking effective treatment early. This results in lost opportunities for successful treatment of the disease. It also increases lost opportunities to prevent the disease.
The following are some of the common myth and misconceptions about cancer in Zimbabwe;

· Everyone who develops cancer will die

· If I receive radiotherapy or chemotherapy it will kill me

· Surgery or needle biopsy can disturb cancer cells, causing them to spread to other parts of the body

· Cancer is infectious (can spread from one person to the other)

· People with cancer must remain confined to a hospital bed or at home

· Cancer cannot be prevented

We take this momentous opportunity to urge government, members of the public and other stakeholders alike, to step up efforts towards cancer awareness and to actively tackle myth and misconceptions about cancer. 

For More Information Contact

Cancer Association of Zimbabwe 

60 Livingstone Avenue, Cnr 6th Street, Harare

Tel: 707444 / 705522

Email: education@cancer.co.zw 

Website: www.cancerassociation.co.zw 

OUR VISION: The Cancer Association of Zimbabwe is committed to raising cancer awareness and improving the quality of life of cancer patients and their families
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